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Progression in
Written Calculations

Year 5



Overview of progression in calculation strategies

Addition
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Multiplication
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Problem solving is at the heart of maths and there are five basic problem structures. These five structures are
aspects of either additive or multiplicative reasoning and are classified based on what is unknown in a problem:

These structures should be incorporated within the teaching of calculation strategies. They will help the children
select the appropriate strategy or calculation.

To help, children should ask themselves the following questions:
What information do we know?

What do we need to find out?

one step problems

additive multiplicative
reasoning reasoning
whole part whole number of parts size of each part
unknown unknown unknown unknown unknown
? 10 ? 21 21



Addition

Skill: Add numbers with more than 4 digits

Year: 5/6
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Place value counters
or plain counters on a
place value grid are
the most effective
concrete resources
when adding
numbers with more
than 4 digits.

At this stage, children
should be
encouraged to work
in the abstract, using
the column method
to add larger
numbers efficiently.




Skill: Add with up to 3 decimal places

Year: 5
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Place value counters
and plain counters on
a place value grid are
the most effective
manipulatives when
adding decimals with
1,2 and then 3

decimal places.

Ensure children have
experience of adding
decimals with a
variety of decimal
places. This includes
putting this into
context when adding
money and other
measures.




Subtraction

Skill: Subtract numbers with more than 4 digits

Year: 5/6
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Place value counters
or plain counters on a
place value grid are
the most effective
concrete resource
when subtracting
numbers with more
than 4 digits.

At this stage, children
should be
encouraged to work
in the abstract, using
column method to
subtract larger
numbers efficiently.




Skill: Subtract with up to 3 decimal places

Year: 5
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Place value counters
and plain counters on
a place value grid are
the most effective
manipulative when
subtracting decimals
with 1 2 and then 3

decimal places.

Ensure children have
experience of
subtracting decimals
with a variety of
decimal places. This
includes putting this
into context when
subtracting money
and other measures.




Multiplication

Skill: Multiply 4-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers

Year: 5
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When multiplying 4-
digit numbers, place
value counters are
the best manipulative
to use to support
children in their
understanding of the
formal written
method.

If children are
multiplying larger
numbers and
struggling with their
times tables,
encourage the use of
multiplication grids so
children can focus on
the use of the written
method.




Skill: Multiply 2-digit numbers by 2-digit numbers

Year: 5
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When multiplying a
multi-digit number by
2-digits, use the area
model to help
children understand
the size of the
numbers they are
using. This links to
finding the area of a
rectangle by finding
the space covered by
the Base 10.

The grid method
matches the area
model as an initial
written method
before moving on to
the formal written
multiplication
method.




Skill: Multiply 3-digit numbers by 2-digit numbers

Year: 5
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Children can continue
to use the area model
when multiplying 3-
digits by 2-digits.
Place value counters
become more
efficient to use but
Base 10 can be used
to highlight the size of
numbers.

Encourage children to
move towards the
formal written
method, seeing the
links with the grid
method.




Skill: Multiply 4-digit numbers by 2-digit numbers

Year: 5/6
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12,739 X 28 = 76,692

When multiplying 4-
digits by 2-digits,
children should be
confident in the
written method.

If they are still
struggling with times
tables, provide
multiplication grids to
support when they
are focusing on the
use of the method.

Consider where
exchanged digits are
placed and make
sure this is consistent.




Division

Skill: Divide 2-digits by 1-digit (grouping) Year: 4/5
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Remainders can also
L‘) be seen as they are
left ungrouped.




Skill: Divide 3-digits by 1-digit (grouping)

Year: 5
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Children can continue
to use grouping to
support their
understanding of
short division when
dividing a 3-digit
number by a 1-digit
number.

Place value counters
or plain counters can
be used on a place
value grid to support
this understanding.
Children can also
draw their own
counters and group
them through a more
pictorial method.




Skill: Divide 4-digits by 1-digit (grouping)

Year: 5
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Place value counters
or plain counters can
be used on a place
value grid to support
children to divide 4-
digits by 1-digit.
Children can also
draw their own
counters and group
them through a more
pictorial method.

Children should be
encouraged to move
away from the
concrete and pictorial
when dividing
numbers with multiple
exchanges.




