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Merton Abbey Primary School
Music Policy

This policy will be reviewed in full on an annual basis.
This policy was reviewed and updated in February 2025
Next review date: September 2026
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Rationale for music

“Where words fail, music speaks” – Han Christian Anderson 

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to
 the imagination, and life to everything” – Plato

Music is all around us. It is the soundtrack to our lives. Music connects us through people and places in our ever-changing world. It is creative, collaborative, celebratory and challenging. At Merton Abbey, our vision for music is that we provide every child with high quality music experiences which engage and inspire them. The sheer joy of music making can feed the soul of a school community, enriching each student while strengthening the shared bonds of support and trust which make a great school. We provide opportunities for all children to sing, perform, compose, enjoy, listen and appreciate a variety of music styles. Our children will be taught Music in a way that ensures progression of skills, and follows a sequence to build on previous learning. We aim for every child to leave Merton Abbey with a range of musical skills, knowledge and a love of music which they continue to grow and carry with them for the rest of their lives.
Implementation
The national curriculum for Music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians
· learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence
· understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations


Music is a unique form of communication which can inspire and motivate children. We recognise the personal expression and importance music can play in a child’s development. We aim for children to discover and celebrate their talent as musicians while they build up their confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. At Merton Abbey we want to ensure that Music is embedded in our whole school curriculum and that opportunities for enhancing learning by using music are always taken. Singing is an integral part of our school life. Our weekly whole-school singing assembly focuses on developing the children's ability to sing in tune, developing their expression and ability to listen to and understand music. 
All classes have scheduled Music lessons each week which covers all aspects of the curriculum. At Merton Abbey we follow the Kapow Music scheme in most year groups. Currently, some year groups have specialist Music teaching provided by Merton Music Foundation (MMF)

Musical understanding is developed through activities which bring together the requirements of performing, composing, the history of music, listening and appraising. children are also taught to explore Music through the interrelated Musical Elements; Timbre, Texture, Pitch, Pulse, Tempo, Duration, dynamics and Structure.


Impact
Our children will:

 enjoy and appreciate a wide variety of musical styles; 
 explore how sounds are made, and how music is produced by a variety of instruments; 
 develop imagination and creativity; 
 build a sense of pulse and rhythm; 
 understand a range of musical vocabulary; 
 develop the interrelated skills of composition, improvisation, performance and appreciation;
  enjoy a wide range of songs and sing in tune; 
 develop positive attitudes and to experience success and satisfaction in music.








Musical events

Children in KS2 have the opportunity to take part in choir where they have regular chances to perform in public, sing in the local community and at specific Musical events such as SingFest. 

Children are also given the opportunity to listen to a range of music throughout the school with our weekly listening library. 

As a school we listen to Music at the beginning and end of our assemblies. 
World Music Day (21st June) is celebrated with a whole school assembly where each class learns and performs a song. Musical activities/lessons are also part of the celebration of World Music Day.

We recognise special celebrations throughout the year and integrate music to complement to the learning.  At Christmas, children in KS1 take part in a Nativity Musical performance. The children in KS2 take part in a Christingle service at the local church. At other times of the year e.g. Harvest, Easter and class assemblies, year groups or the whole school get together to provide musical entertainment. 
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