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Merton Abbey Primary School
Religious Education Policy

This policy will be reviewed in full on an annual basis.
This policy was written: January 2025 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next review date: January 2026 
Member of staff responsible for monitoring and reviewing the policy: 
Catherine Cowan
[bookmark: h.urbqq391hfu9][bookmark: _Hlk29205564]Intent (what is meant to be learnt and what do we aspire for our children)
As a school we want to foster mutual respect and tolerance in a multi faith, multi-cultural classroom through our students:
1. Expressing their own views and being listened to
2. Respecting others and understanding their perspective
3. Understanding concepts of law, liberty, duty and freedom
4. Developing the skills to express, understand and discuss effectively

Rationale for R.E.
Religion and beliefs inform our values and are reflected in what we say and how we behave. RE is an important subject in itself, developing an individual’s knowledge and understanding of the religions and beliefs which form part of contemporary society. 
Religious education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. It can develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the principal religions, other religious traditions and worldviews that offer answers to questions such as these. 
RE also contributes to pupils’ personal development and well-being and to community cohesion by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse society. RE can also make important contributions to other parts of the school curriculum such as citizenship and an understanding of British values, personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE education), the humanities, education for sustainable development and others. It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development, deepening the understanding of the significance of religion in the lives of others – individually, communally and cross-culturally.







Curriculum design
At Merton Abbey Primary School we follow Kapow’s program of Religion and Worldviews.
During the course of our religious education curriculum, our children will also develop the following disciplinary knowledge:
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	Understanding
	Respect
	Comparison
	Appreciation
	Interpretations



Implementation (how we teach our curriculum)
Understanding - The school’s curriculum is arranged that Years Nursery to 6 will have a different R.E. topic focus each half-term per academic year – Autumn, Spring and Summer. Units are linked to the school’s curriculum map as much as possible. 
Respect – It is our aim that as the children at Merton Abbey Primary School learn about the beliefs, celebrations and ceremonies of the religions that they study, they will develop a respect for their own and those of others.
Comparison – Using the understandings that the children have of their families and / or their own beliefs or faith, and what they have learnt about the other faiths they have studied in their R.E. lessons, the children at Merton Abbey Primary School will be able to compare and contrast these faiths similarities and differences.
Appreciation – Based on what they have learn about the different faiths in their R.E. lessons, the children at Merton Abbey Primary School will be able to talk about their learning about these religions and show respect and value of these.
Interpretations – To enable the children think about how people’s beliefs and faith effect how they (including themselves) chose to live their lives.

Impact 
· When reviewing the impact of our curriculum we ask ourselves the following two questions:
1) Have our pupils learned what they have been taught (what we intended them to learn)?
2) How do we know?

In R.E, teachers assess children’s learning in two ways:
· Teachers regularly assess/check for understanding throughout lessons which inform their decisions about next steps in learning. Formative assessment. 
· End of unit assessments are used to identify which children are keeping up with the curriculum and to address in gaps in the children’s learning. Summative assessment. 

· Regular picture building will be carried out by the subject leader to assess the impact of our planned curriculum. This will consist of:
· Pupil Book Study and Floor Book Study: This involves looking at pupils’ work and structured discussions with children about their learning to ensure the intended curriculum and to ensure that children know more, remember more and are able to do more. These discussions also explore attitudes towards R.E. and give the children the opportunity to share what their teachers do that help them with their development in R.E.
· Discussions with pupils, learning walks / teaching observations: These are used to ensure that the intended curriculum is being implemented effectively and to help teachers to identify areas for development. 

All of this information helps to triangulate our judgements about the impact of our R.E. curriculum.  
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